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mental method of thinking signifies that thinking is of avail;
that it is of avail in just the degree in which the anticipation
of future consequences is made on the basis of thorough
observation of present conditions. Experimentation, in
other words, is not equivalent to blind reacting. Such surplus
activity — a surplus with reference to what has been observed
and is now anticipated — is indeed an unescapable factor in
all our behavior, but it is not experiment save as consequences
are noted and are used to make predictions and plans in similar
situations in the future. The more the meaning of the experi-
mental method is perceived, the more our trying out of a cer-
tain way of treating the material resources and obstacles which
confront us embodies a prior use of intelligence. What we
call magic was with respect to many things the experimental
method of the savage; but for him to try was to try his luck,
not his ideas. The scientific experimental method is, on the
contrary, a trial of ideas; hence even when practically—or im-
mediately—unsuccessful, it is intellectual, fruitful; for we learn
from our failures when our endeavors are seriously thoughtful.
The experimental method is new as a scientific resource —-
as a systematized means of making knowledge, though as old as
Me as a practical device. Hence it is not surprising that men
have not recognized its full scope. For the most part, its sig-
nificance is regarded as belonging to certain technical and
merely physical matters. It will doubtless take a long time to
secure the perception that it holds equally as to the forming
and testing of ideas in social and moral matters. Men still
want the crutch of dogma, of beliefs fixed by authority, to
relieve them of the trouble of thinking and the responsibility
of directing their activity by thought. They tend to confine
their own thinking to a consideration of which one among
the rival systems of dogma they will accept. Hence the
schools are better adapted, as John Stuart Mill said, to make
disciples than inquirers. But every advance in the influence
of the experimental method is sure to aid in outlawing the

